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H O L Y  S A T U R D A Y  
C A T H E D R A L  O F  S A I N T  P A U L  +  N A T I O N A L  S H R I N E  O F  T H E  A P O S T L E  P A U L  

 
INVITATORY 

 

 

 All make the Sign of the Cross.  
 All bow at the Gloria Patri each time it is sung or said. 

 

Stand and make the Sign of the Cross on the lips with thumb 
 

                  Officiant or Cantor                                   Assembly 

 
 

PSALM 95     A call to praise God 
   Encourage each other daily while it is still today (Hebrews 3:13). 
 

Come, let us worship Christ, who for our sake suffered death and was buried. 
—  Come, let us worship Christ, who for our sake suffered death and was buried. 
 

Come, let us sing to the Lord and shout for joy to the Rock who saves us. 
 Let us approach him with praise and thanksgiving and sing joyful songs to the Lord. 
—  Come, let us worship Christ, who for our sake suffered death and was buried. 
 

The Lord is God, the mighty God, the great king over all the gods. 
 He holds in his hands the depths of the earth and the highest mountains as well. 
 He made the sea; it belongs to him, the dry land, too, for it was formed by his hands. 
—  Come, let us worship Christ, who for our sake suffered death and was buried. 
 

Come, then, let us bow down and worship, bending the knee before the Lord, our maker. 
 For he is our God and we are his people, the flock he shepherds. 
—  Come, let us worship Christ, who for our sake suffered death and was buried. 
 

Today, listen to the voice of the Lord: 
 Do not grow stubborn as your fathers did in the wilderness, 
  when at Meriba and Massah they challenged me and provoked me, 
 Although they had seen all of my works. 
—  Come, let us worship Christ, who for our sake suffered death and was buried. 
 

   [ 

 

] 
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Forty years I endured that generation. 
 I said, “They are a people whose hearts go astray and they do not know my ways.” 
 So I swore in my anger, “They shall not enter into my rest.” 
—  Come, let us worship Christ, who for our sake suffered death and was buried. 
 

[Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:] 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 —  Come, let us worship Christ, who for our sake suffered death and was buried. 
 

 

OFFICE OF READINGS 
 

 

HYMN  Pange lingua  PANGE LINGUA 
 

I shall praise the Savior's glory, 
 Of His flesh the mystery sing, 
And the blood, all price excelling, 
 Shed by our immortal King; 
God made man for our salvation, 
 Who from Vírgin pure did spring. 
 

Born for us, and for us given, 
 Born a man like us below, 
Christ as man with man residing, 
 Lived the seed of truth to sow, 
Suffered bitter death unflinching, 
 And immortal love did show. 
 

On the night before He suffered, 
 Seated with His chosen band, 
Jesus, when they all had feasted, 
 Faithful to the law's command, 
Far more precious food provided; 
 Gave Himself with His own hand. 
 

Word made flesh, true bread of heaven 
 By His word made flesh to be; 
From the wine His blood is taken, 
 Though our senses cannot see; 
Faith alone which is unshaken 
 Shows pure hearts the mystery. 
 

Therefore we, before Him falling, 
 This great sacrament revere; 
Ancient forms are now departed, 
 For new acts of grace are here; 
Faith our feeble senses aiding, 
 Makes the Savior's presence clear. 

   



 4 

 [ To the everlasting Father, 
 And to His Son Who reigns on high, 
With the Holy Ghost proceeding] 
 Forth from each eternally, 
Be all honor, glory, blessing, 
 Power and endless majesty. Amen. 

 

PSALMODY 
ANTIPHON I    Sit 
Officiant, then All In peace, I will lie down and sleep. 

 

PSALM 4    Thanksgiving 
The resurrection of Christ was God’s supreme and wholly marvelous work (Saint Augustine). 

    

Left (Cathedra) side When I cáll, ánswer me, O Gód of jústice; * 
  from ánguish you reléased me; have mércy and héar me! 
 

 Right (Pulpit) side O mén, how lóng will your héarts be clósed, * 
  will you lóve what is fútile and séek what is fálse? 
 

 L It is the Lórd who grants fávors to those whom he lóves; * 
  the Lórd hears me whenéver I call him. 
 

 R Féar him; do not sín: ponder on your béd and be stíll. * 
  Make jústice your sácrifice and trúst in the Lórd. 
 

 L “What can bríng us háppiness?” many sáy. * 
  Let the líght of your fáce shíne on us, O Lórd. 
 

 R You have pút into my héart a gréater jóy * 
  then théy have from abúndance of córn and new wíne. 
 

 L I will líe down in péace and sléep comes at ónce * 
  for yóu alone, Lórd, make me dwéll in sáfety. 
 

 R [Glóry to the Fáther, and to the Són, * 
  and to the Hóly Spírit:] 
   

 L as it wás in the begínning, is nów, * 
  and wíll be for éver.  Amén. 
ANTIPHON   
 Assembly  In peace, I will lie down and sleep. 
 

ANTIPHON II 
Officiant, then All My body shall rest in hope. 
 

PSALM 16     God is my portion, my inheritance 
The Father raised Jesus up from the dead and broke the bonds of death (Acts 2:24). 

 

 Left side Presérve me, Gód, I take réfuge in yóu. †  
   I sáy to the Lórd: “Yóu are my Gód. * 
  My háppiness líes in yóu alóne.” 
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 Right side He has pút into my héart a márvellous lóve * 
  for the fáithful ónes who dwéll in his lánd. 
   Those who chóose other góds incréase their sórrows. † 
  Néver will I óffer their ófferings of blóod. * 
  Néver will I táke their náme upon my líps. 
 
 L O Lórd, it is yóu who are my pórtion and cúp; * 
  it is yóu yoursélf who áre my príze. 
  The lót marked óut for me is mý delíght: * 
  welcome indéed the héritage that falls to mé! 
 

 R I will bléss the Lórd who gíves me cóunsel, * 
  who éven at night dirécts my héart. 
  I kéep the Lórd ever ín my síght: * 
  since hé is at my ríght hand, Í shall stand fírm. 
 

 L And so my héart rejóices, my sóul is glád; * 
  éven my bódy shall rést in sáfety: 
  For yóu will not léave my sóul among the déad, * 
  nor lét your belóvèd knów decáy. 
 

 R You will shów me the páth of lífe, † 
   the fúllness of jóy in your présence, * 
  at your ríght hand háppiness for éver. 
 

 L [Glóry to the Fáther, and to the Són, * 
  and to the Hóly Spírit:] 
 

 R as it wás in the begínning, is nów, * 
  and wíll be for éver.  Amén. 
ANTIPHON   
 Assembly  My body shall rest in hope. 
 
ANTIPHON III 
Officiant, then All  Lift high the ancient portals. The King of glory enters. 
 

PSALM 24    The Lord’s entry into his temple 
Christ opened heaven for us in the manhood he assumed (Saint Irenæus). 

 

 Left side The Lórd’s is the éarth and its fúllness, * 
  the world and áll its péoples. 
  It is hé who sét it on the séas; * 
  on the wáters he máde it fírm. 
 

 Right side Who shall clímb the móuntain of the Lórd? * 
  Who shall stánd in his hóly pláce? 
  The mán with clean hánds and pure héart, † 
   who desíres not wórthless thíngs, * 
  who has not swórn so as to decéive his néighbor. 
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 L He shall recéive bléssings from the Lórd * 
  and rewárd from the Gód who sáves him. 
  Súch are the mén who séek him, * 
  seek the fáce of the Gód of Jácob. 
 

 R O gátes, lift hígh your héads; † 
   grow hígher, áncient dóors. * 
  Let him énter, the kíng of glóry! 
 

 L Who is hé, the kíng of glóry? † 
   Hé, the lord of armies, * 
  hé is the kíng of glóry. 
 

 R [Glóry to the Fáther, and to the Són, * 
  and to the Hóly Spírit:] 
 

 L as it wás in the begínning, is nów, * 
  and wíll be for éver.  Amén. 
ANTIPHON   
 Assembly  Lift high the ancient portals. The King of glory enters. 
 
VERSE 
 Archbishop Take up my cause and rescue me. 
 Assembly —Be true to your word, give me life. 
 
READINGS    Sit 
READING I 
From the letter to the Hebrews   4:1-13 

Let us strive to enter the Lord’s rest 
 

hile the promise of entrance into his rest still holds, we ought to be fearful of disobeying 
lest any one of you be judged to have lost his chance of entering. We have indeed heard the 

good news, as they did. But the word which they heard did not profit them, for they did not 
receive it in faith. 
 

It is we who have believed who enter into that rest, just as God said: 
 

 “Then I swore in my anger, 
 ‘They shall never enter into my rest.’” 
 

Yet God’s work was finished when he created the world, for in reference to the seventh day 
Scripture somewhere says, “And God rested from all his work on the seventh day”; and again, in 
the place we have referred to, God says, “They shall never enter into my rest.” 
 

Therefore, since it remains for some to enter, and those to whom it was first announced did not 
enter because of unbelief, God once more set a day, “today,” when long afterward he spoke 
through David the words we have quoted: 
 

 “Today if you should hear his voice, 
 harden not your hearts.” 

W 
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Now if Joshua had led them into the place of rest, God would not have spoken afterward of 
another day. Therefore, a sabbath rest still remains for the people of God. And he who enters into 
God’s rest, rests from his own work as God did from his. Let us strive to enter into that rest, so 
that no one may fall, in imitation of the example of Israel’s unbelief. 
 

Indeed, God’s word is living and effective, sharper than any two-edged sword. It penetrates and 
divides soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the reflections and thoughts of the heart. 
Nothing is concealed from him; all lies bare and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must 
render an account. 
 
RESPONSORY   cf. Matthew 27:66, 60, 62 
They buried the Lord and sealed the tomb by rolling a large stone in front of it. 
— hey stationed soldiers there to guard it. 
 

The chief priests asked Pilate for a guard. 
—They stationed soldiers there to guard it. 
 
READING II 
From an ancient homily on Holy Saturday  (PG 43, 439, 451, 462-463) 

The Lord descends into hell 
 

omething strange is happening—there is a great silence on earth today, a great silence and 
stillness. The whole earth keeps silence because the King is asleep. The earth trembled and is 

still because God has fallen asleep in the flesh and he has raised up all who have slept ever since 
the world began. God has died in the flesh and hell trembles with fear. 
 

He has gone to search for our first parent, as for a lost sheep. Greatly desiring to visit those who 
live in darkness and in the shadow of death, he has gone to free from sorrow the captives Adam 
and Eve, he who is both God and the son of Eve. The Lord approached them bearing the cross, 
the weapon that had won him the victory. At the sight of him Adam, the first man he had 
created, struck his breast in terror and cried out to everyone: “My Lord be with you all.” Christ 
answered him: “And with your spirit.” He took him by the hand and raised him up, saying: 
“Awake, O sleeper, and rise from the dead, and Christ will give you light.” 
 

I am your God, who for your sake have become your son. Out of love for you and for your 
descendants I now by my own authority command all who are held in bondage to come forth, all 
who are in darkness to be enlightened, all who are sleeping to arise. I order you, O sleeper, to 
awake. I did not create you to be held a prisoner in hell. Rise from the dead, for I am the life of 
the dead. Rise up, work of my hands, you who were created in my image. Rise, let us leave this 
place, for you are in me and I am in you; together we form only one person and we cannot be 
separated. 
 

For your sake I, your God, became your son; I, the Lord, took the form of a slave; I, whose home 
is above the heavens, descended to the earth and beneath the earth. For your sake, for the sake of 
man, I became like a man without help, free among the dead. For the sake of you, who left a 
garden, I was betrayed to the Jews in a garden, and I was crucified in a garden. 
 

See on my face the spittle I received in order to restore to you the life I once breathed into you. 
See there the marks of the blows I received in order to refashion your warped nature in my 

S 
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image. On my back see the marks of the scourging I endured to remove the burden of sin that 
weighs upon your back. See my hands, nailed firmly to a tree, for you who once wickedly 
stretched out your hand to a tree. 
 

I slept on the cross and a sword pierced my side for you who slept in paradise and brought forth 
Eve from your side. My side has healed the pain in yours. My sleep will rouse you from your sleep 
in hell. The sword that pierced me has sheathed the sword that was turned against you. 
 

Rise, let us leave this place. The enemy led you out of the earthly paradise. I will not restore you 
to that paradise, but I will enthrone you in heaven. I forbade you the tree that was only a symbol 
of life, but see, I who am life itself am now one with you. I appointed cherubim to guard you as 
slaves are guarded, but now I make them worship you as God. The throne formed by cherubim 
awaits you, its bearers swift and eager. The bridal chamber is adorned, the banquet is ready, the 
eternal dwelling places are prepared, the treasure houses of all good things lie open. The 
kingdom of heaven has been prepared for you from all eternity. 
 
RESPONSORY 
Our shepherd, the source of the water of life, has died. The sun was darkened when he passed   
 away. But now man’s captor is made captive. 
—  This is the day when our Savior broke through the gates of death. 
 

He has destroyed the barricades of hell, overthrown the sovereignty of the devil. 
—  This is the day when our Savior broke through the gates of death. 

 
MORNING PRAYER 

 

The Mundelein Psalter 
 

PSALMODY   PSALM 64  The Mundelein Psalter 
Prayer for help against enemies 

This psalm commemorates most particularly our Lord’s passion (Saint Augustine). 
 

ANTIPHON I 
Cantor, then all Though sinless, the Lord has been put to death. * 
  The world is in mourning as for an only Son. 
 

   
 

 Left side Hear my voice, O God, as I complain, * 
  guard my life from dread of the foe. 
 

 Right side Hide me from the band of the wicked, * 
  from the throng of those who do evil. 
 

 L They sharpen their tongues like swords; * 
  they aim bitter words like arrows 
 
 

VIIIg 
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 R to shoot at the innocent from ambush, * 
  shooting suddenly and recklessly. 
  

 L They scheme their evil course; * 
  they conspire to lay secret snares. 
 

 R They say: “Who will see us? * 
  Who can search out our crimes?” 
 

 L He will search who searches the mind * 
  and knows the depths of the heart. 
 

 R God has shot them with his arrow * 
  and dealt them sudden wounds. 
 

 L Their own tongue has brought them to ruin * 
  and all who see them mock. 
 

 R Then will all men fear; * 
  they will tell what God has done. 
 

 L They will understand God’s deeds. * 
  The just will rejoice in the Lord 
 

 R and fly to him for refuge. * 
  All the upright hearts will glory. 
 

 L Glory to the Father, and to the Son, * 
  and to the Holy Spirit:] 
 

 R as it was in the beginning is now, * 
  and will be for ever.  Amen. 
ANTIPHON   
 Assembly Though sinless, the Lord has been put to death. * 
  The world is in mourning as for an only Son. 
 
PSALM PRAYER    Stand 

ather, you gave your Son victory over the men who plotted evil against him; when he cried to 
you in his agony, you delivered him from fear of his enemies. May those who suffer with him 

in this life find refuge and success in you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

F 

  [ 
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OLD TESTAMENT CANTICLE ISAIAH 38:10-14, 17-20 Sit 
Anguish of a dying man and joy in his restoration 

I am living, I was dead…and I hold the keys of death (Revelation 1:17-18). 
 

ANTIPHON II 
Cantor, then all  From the jaws of hell, * 
  Lord, rescue my soul. 
 

   
 

 Left side Once I said, “In the noontime of life * 
  I must depart! 
 

 Right side To the gates of the nether world I shall be consigned *  
  for the rest of my years.” 
 

 L I said, “I shall see the Lord no more * 
  in the land of the living. 
 

 R No longer shall I behold my fellow men * 
  among those who dwell in the world.” 
 

 L My dwelling, like a shepherd’s tent, * 
  is struck down and borne away from me; 
 

 R you have folded up my life, like a weaver * 
  who severs the last thread. 
 

 L Day and night you give me over to torment; * 
  I cry out until the dawn. 
 

 R Like a lion he breaks all my bones; * 
  day and night you give me over to torment. 
 

 L Like a swallow I utter shrill cries; * 
  I moan like a dove. 
 

 R My eyes grow weak, gazing heaven-ward: * 
  O Lord, I am in straits; be my surety! 
 

 L You have preserved my life * 
  from the pit of destruction, 
 

 R when you cast behind your back * 
  all my sins. 
 

 L For it is not the nether world that gives you thanks, * 
  nor death that praises you; 
 
 
 
 
 

IID 
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 R Neither do those who go down into the pit * 
  await your kindness. 
 

 L The living, the living give you thanks, * 
  as I do today. 
 

 R Fathers declare to their sons, * 
  O God, your faithfulness. 
 

 L The Lord is our savior; * 
  we shall sing to stringed instruments 
 

 R in the house of the Lord * 
  all the days of our life.   
 
 L Glory to the Father, and to the Son, * 
  and to the Holy Spirit:] 
 

 R as it was in the beginning, is now, * 
  and will be for ever.  Amen. 
ANTIPHON   
 Assembly From the jaws of hell, * 
  Lord, rescue my soul. 
    
PSALMODY   PSALM 150  The Mundelein Psalter 

Praise the Lord 
Let mind and heart be in your song; this is to glorify God with your whole self (Hesychius). 

 

ANTIPHON II 
Cantor, then all I was dead, but now I live for ever, * 
  and I hold the keys of death and of hell. 

   
 

 Left side Praise God in his holy place, * 
  praise him in his mighty heavens. 
 

 Right side Praise him for his powerful deeds, * 
  praise his surpassing greatness. 
 

 L O praise him with sound of trumpet, * 
  praise him with lute and harp. 
 

 R Praise him with timbrel and dance, * 
  praise him with strings and pipes. 
 

Vc 

  [ 

IID 
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 L O praise him with resounding cymbals, * 
  praise him with clashing of cymbals. 
 

 R Let everything that lives and that breathes * 
  give praise to the Lord. 
 

 L Glory to the Father, and to the Son, * 
  and to the Holy Spirit:] 
 

 R as it was in the beginning, is now, * 
  and will be for ever.  Amen. 
ANTIPHON   
 Assembly I was dead, but now I live for ever, * 
  and I hold the keys of death and of hell. 
 
PSALM PRAYER    Stand 

ord God, maker of heaven and earth and of all created things, you make your just ones holy 
and you justify sinners who confess your name. Hear us as we humbly pray to you: give us 

eternal joy with your saints. 
 

    Sit 
READING     Hosea 5:15b—6:2 
 

hus says the Lord: 
In their affliction, they shall look for me: 

 “Come, let us return to the Lord, 
for it is he who has rent, but he will heal us; 
 he has struck us, but he will bind our wounds.  
He will revive us after two days; 
 on the third day he will raise us up, 
 to live in his presence.” 

 

ANTIPHON 

   
 

 Cantor For our sake Christ was obedient, † accepting even death * 
  death on a cross. 
  Therefore God raised him on high, * 
  and gave him the name above all other names. 
 

 Assembly  For our sake Christ was obedient, † accepting even death * 
  death on a cross. 
  Therefore God raised him on high, * 
  and gave him the name above all other names. 

L 

T 

  [ 

IVa 

Vc 
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GOSPEL CANTICLE BENEDICTUS Stand 
   
 

  ANTIPHON 
Cantor, then all Save us, O Savior of the world. † On the cross you redeemed us by the  
   shedding of your blood; * 
  we cry out for your help, O God. 

     

 Left side Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *  
  he has come to his people and set them free. 
 

 Right side He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *  
  born of the house of his servant David.  
 

 L Through his holy prophets he promised of old † that he would save us  
   from our enemies, *  
  from the hands of all who hate us.  
 

 R He promised to show mercy to our fathers *  
  and to remember his holy covenant.  
 

 L This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham: *  
  to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
  

 R free to worship him without fear, † holy and righteous in his sight *  
  all the days of our life. 
 

 L You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High; *  
  for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,  
 

 R to give his people knowledge of salvation *  
  by the forgiveness of their sins.  
 

 L In the tender compassion of our God *  
  the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  
 

 R to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *  
  and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
 

 L Glory to the Father, and to the Son, *  
  and to the Holy Spirit:] 
 

 R As it was in the beginning, is now, *  
  and will be for ever. Amen.  
 

 ANTIPHON Save us, O Savior of the world. † On the cross you redeemed us by the  
   shedding of your blood; * 
  we cry out for your help, O God. 

VIId 

 

  [ 
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INTERCESSIONS  
 

Our Redeemer suffered and was buried for us in order to rise again.  
 With sincere love we adore him, and aware of our needs we cry out: 
—Lord, have mercy on us.  
 

Christ our Savior, your sorrowing Mother stood by you at your death and burial, 
 in our sorrows may we share your suffering. 
—Lord, have mercy on us.  
 

Christ our Lord, like the seed buried in the ground,  
 you brought forth for us the harvest of grace,  
—Lord, have mercy on us.  
 

Christ the Good Shepherd, in death you lay hidden from the world, 
 teach us to love a life hidden with you in the Father. 
—Lord, have mercy on us.  
 

Christ, the new Adam, you entered the kingdom of death to release all the just since the 
beginning of the world, 
 may all who lie dead in sin hear your voice and rise to life. 
—Lord, have mercy on us.  
 

Christ Son of the living God, through baptism we were buried with you, 
 risen also in baptism, may we walk in newness of life. 
—Lord, have mercy on us.  
 

PATER NOSTER 

 
 



 15 

COLLECT 
 

ll-powerful and ever-living God, your only Son went down among the dead and rose 
again in glory. In your goodness raise up your faithful people, buried with him in 

baptism, to be one with him in the eternal life of heaven, where he lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  —  Amen. 

 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL  other formulæ may be used Stand 
  

  
 

 
LECTIO DIVINA 

Gospel for the Easter Vigil http://usccb.org/bible/readings/041120.cfm Matthew 28:1-10 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see 
the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, 
approached, rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. His appearance was like lightning and his clothing was 
white as snow. The guards were shaken with fear of him and became like dead men. Then the angel said to 
the women in reply, “Do not be afraid! I know that you are seeking Jesus the crucified. He is not here, for he 
has been raised just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 
‘He has been raised from the dead, and he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ Behold, I 
have told you.” Then they went away quickly from the tomb, fearful yet overjoyed, and ran to announce this 
to his disciples. 
 

And behold, Jesus met them on their way and greeted them. They approached, embraced his feet, and did 
him homage. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they 
will see me.” 
 
 
 

TO SUPPORT THE CATHEDRAL 
The Cathedral Parish is dependent upon the financial support of her many welcome 
guests. On the Cathedral website, www.cathedralsaintpaul.org there is a button from 
which you may donate electronically, or you may use the secure QR code here by 
scanning with your smartphone.  Easy-to-follow instructions will appear. 
We thank you as ever for your generosity.   

 
 
 

A 

Officiant                         Assembly                      Officiant    
          
   

Assembly                      

Officiant                                  Assembly                       
 

http://usccb.org/bible/john/18:1
http://www.cathedralsaintpaul.org/
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