
Virtual 
    Holy W�k 
     Retreat 

Holy Tuesday, April 7 Evening Retreat Conference

Father Peter Williams, 
Pastor, Saint Ambrose, Woodbury

Scripture Reading

Luke 23: 33-49

At the Cross with Jesus: the Privileged Place for
 Intimacy in Relationship with Him

When faced with difficult circumstances in life or when confronted with unpleasant
things about ourselves, there are different attitudes we can adopt. Jesus wants to 
meet us in these moments and places in our life and reveal to us the power of His 
suffering love on the Cross. May we not be afraid of our weakness and fragility. May 
we not be afraid to let Jesus encounter us anew in what is dark, burdensome, and 
beyond our ability to control.

For Further Prayer 
and Reflection

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Philippians 2:6-11

1 Corinthians 1:18,22-25

Complete scriptures on next page



Luke 23: 33-49
The Crucifixion

When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him and
the criminals there, one on his right, the other on his left. [Then Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.”]* They 
divided his garments by casting lots. The people stood by and 
watched; the rulers, meanwhile, sneered at him and said,s “He saved 
others, let him save himself if he is the chosen one, the Messiah of 
God.” Even the soldiers jeered at him. As they approached to offer 
him wine they called out, “If you are King of the Jews, save yourself.”
Above him there was an inscription that read, “This is the King of the
Jews.” Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, 
“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us.” The other, however,
rebuking him, said in reply, “Have you no fear of God, for you are 
subject to the same condemnation? And indeed, we have been 
condemned justly, for the sentence we received corresponds to our 
crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal.” Then he said, “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied to him, 
“Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

The Death of Jesus.
It was now about noon and darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon because of an eclipse of the sun. Then the veil of 
the temple was torn down the middle. Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit”; and when he had said
this he breathed his last. The centurion who witnessed what had 
happened glorified God and said, “This man was innocent beyond 
doubt.” When all the people who had gathered for this spectacle saw 
what had happened, they returned home beating their breasts; but all
his acquaintances stood at a distance, including the women who had 
followed him from Galilee and saw these events.

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (continued) 
Seized and condemned, he was taken away. Who would have 
thought any more of his destiny? For he was cut off from the land 
of the living, struck for the sins of his people. He was given a grave 
among the wicked, a burial place with evildoers, Though he had 
done no wrong, nor was deceit found in his mouth. But it was the 
LORD’s will to crush him with pain. By making his life as a 
reparation offering, he shall see his offspring, shall lengthen his 
days, and the LORD’s will shall be accomplished through him. 
Because of his anguish he shall see the light; because of his 
knowledge he shall be content; My servant, the just one, shall 
justify the many, their iniquity he shall bear. Therefore I will give 
him his portion among the many, and he shall divide the spoils 
with the mighty, Because he surrendered himself to death, was 
counted among the transgressors, Bore the sins of many, and 
interceded for the transgressors.

Philippians 2:6-11
Who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found 
human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to 
death, even death on a cross. Because of this, God greatly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

1 Corinthians 1:18, 22-25
Paradox of the Cross.

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

For Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness
to Gentiles, but to those who are called, Jews and Greeks alike, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness 
of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than human strength.

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Suffering and Triumph of the Servant of the Lord.

See, my servant shall prosper, he shall be raised high and greatly 
exalted. Even as many were amazed at him—so marred were his 
features, beyond that of mortals his appearance, beyond that of 
human beings—So shall he startle many nations, kings shall stand 
speechless; For those who have not been told shall see, those who 
have not heard shall ponder it.

To whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? He grew up like 
a sapling before him, like a shoot from the parched earth; He had no 
majestic bearing to catch our eye, no beauty to draw us to him. He 
was spurned and avoided by men, a man of suffering, knowing pain,
Like one from whom you turn your face, spurned, and we held him in 
no esteem. Yet it was our pain that he bore, our sufferings he endured.
We thought of him as stricken, struck down by God and afflicted, But 
he was pierced for our sins, crushed for our iniquity. He bore the 
punishment that makes us whole, by his wounds we were healed.
We had all gone astray like sheep, all following our own way; But the 
LORD laid upon him the guilt of us all. Though harshly treated, he 
submitted and did not open his mouth; Like a lamb led to slaughter
or a sheep silent before shearers, he did not open his mouth. (cont.)


