
Parish Bulletin Inserts 

This page contains excerpts from In God's Image, Archbishop Harry Flynn's pastoral letter on racism. These quotations 
can be used for periodic inserts in parish bulletins. 

[Racism] is a social e,·il in which we all share and from which we all suffer. Ihve are to grow spiritually as individuals and socially as a 
community, then we all need to do more to come to grips with the sin of racism in our own hearts and within the institutions that make up our 
c.hurc.h and our society. 

Archbishop Harry Flynn, In God's Image, (Pastoral Letter on Racism) 

Ifwe are to follow the example of Jesus, then we must be keenly aware that e,·ery person is fonned in the image and likeness of God. Every 
person must be treated with a deep reverence and respect. For we are all sons and daughters of the one God, in whose sacredness we share. God 
intends that we all live in harmony, that we practice a love that unites us and reflects our fundan1ental equality as human beings. 

Archbishop Harry Flynn, In God's Image, (Pastoral Letter on Racism) 

(Racism] mocks the words of Jesus: 0Treat others the way you would hz.ve them treat you.0 Indeed, racism is more than a disregard for the 
words of Jesus; it is a denial of the truth of the dignity of each human being re,·ealed by the mystery of the Incarnation. 

U.S. Bishops, Brothers and Si sters to Us, 1979 

Racism is a serious offense against God precisely because it ,·iolates the innate dignity of the human person. At its oore racism is a failure to to,·e 
our neighbor. Since ,ve c.annot claim to love God unless we love our neighbor, we can only be one with God ifwe reject racism and work 
aggressively to remo,·e it from our personal lives, our church, and our society. 

Archbishop Harry Flynn, In God's Image, (Pastoral Letter on Racism) 

An appreciation of racial divtrSity begins with an undfistanding of how our own Ii,·.,. are affected by skin color and race. Each of us should
examine how our thinking and our actions are influenced by the color of our okin. How has my skin color enhanced my life or hindered me, 
hel�d or pre,·ented me from understanding people of other races? How can I enhance my own life by learning more about other races? 

Archbihsop John R. Roach, Revi,·ing the Common Good, 1991 

For our own spiritual de,·elopment. it is important that each of us come to understand that lodng only people who are just like ourse.h·e.s, lo,·ing
only those who mare our 0\\11 ethnic or cultural background does not adequately fulfill the challenge of the Gospel. All of us are called to 
develop a sense of solidarity with our neighbors who are racially and culturally distinct from us. In doing so, we begin to live out the unity in 
diversity that is reflected in the life of the Holy Trinity. 

Archbi.>hop Harry Flynn, 111 God's Image, (Pastoral Letter on Racism) 






